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INDIAN STATISTICAL SYSTEM-AN OVERVIEW

Written & Compiled By: TANUJIT CHAKRABORTY(STATISTICS HONOURS)

e-mail: ctanujit@gmail.com

*INTRODUCTION:

india has a long tradition of both data collection & dissemination. Sound statistics leads to informed decision
making and effective formulation and monitoring of public policies for the requirements of planned economic

& social development.

The Indian Statistical System functions within the federal structure of the govt of India with the help of state
governments. Under the Indian Constitution duties are divided according to a three-fold classification of all
subjects to the Union list, the State list or the Concurrent list.

The main features of the Indian Statistical System is as follows:
I. The Administrative Statistics System is its major component;

Il. It is laterally and vertically decentralized;

Il In it,not only data collection but also compilation,processing and preparation of results are carried out by
the states for most of the sectors; and

IV. It is State-wise results,which flow to the Centre.

Statistical System at the Centre:-

The collection of Statistics for different subject-specific areas,like agriculture,labour,industry,etc. vests with
the corresponding administrative ministries. Large-scale statistical operations like the Population
Census,Annual Survey of Industries and Economic Census are centralised & in important ministries Indian
statistical officers & subordinate statistical staff perform the statistical functions. The Central Statistical
Organisation(CSO) in the Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation(MOSPI) is the nodal agency for a
planned development of the statistical system in the country & for bringing about coordination in statistical
activities among statistical agencies in the Government of India and State Directorates of Economics &

Statistics.

eMinistry of Statistics & Programme Implementation:

At the centre,a full-fledged Department of Statistics was created in 1961. The important organs of the
Department are: Central Statistical Organisation(CSO), National Sample Survey Organisation(NSSQ), Computer
Centre, Indian Statistical Institute(ISI). The ministry is headed by a Secretary appointed by the govt & the
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administrative in-charge of the ministry. The Secretary is assisted by two Director Generals, i.e., Director
General,CSO & Director General & Chief Executive Officer (DG&CEO),NSSO who are in-charge of technical
matters,Financing of the Ministry through annual budgets and does take into account the change in demand.

«Central Statistical Organisation:

CSO was set up in May 1951 as a part of the Cabinet Secretariat and having coordinating and advisory
functions. CSO is responsible for coordination of statistical activities in the country as well as for verifying and
maintaining statistical standards and provides national statistics to the United Nations & its specialised
agencies,and brings out publications presenting all-India statistics on all principal aspects of national life. Its
activities include compilation and release of national accounts statistics,social statistics,environmental
statistics,conduct and presentation of statistics on Annual Survey of Industries(ASl),Economic
Censuses,compilation of Index of Industrial Production,Consumer price indices & etc. The Director General
heads the CSO and is assisted by 3 Additional Director Generals & 4 Deputy Director Generals. On the
recommendations of the review committee, the govt of India set up an Apex Body, the National Advisory
Board on Statistics (NABS) in 1982 & the main functions of NABS are to provide technical guidelines for policy
issues involved in the development of statistics and for ensuring effective coordination of statistical
activities,particularly in the field of data collection,improvement of quality,timeliness of statistics & storage

and retrieval of data. The most important publications of CSO are : I. The Statistical abstract-India{annual) Il.
The monthly abstract of statistics.

«National Sample Survey Organisation:

NSSO came into existence in 1950 with the objective of conducting large-scale surveys to provide data for
national income estimation as required for planning and policy formation. The organisation functions under
the overall direction of a Government Council with requisite independence and autonomy in the matter of
collection,processing and publication of data. The NSSO headed by the Director General & Chief Executive
Officer who is responsible for coordinating and supervising all activities of the organisation. The major
activities of NSSO is to survey design,field operations,processing of collected data & releasing of results based

on the sample surveys. The important publications of NSSO are: 1. The reports on the various rounds of the
NSS II. The quarterly bulletin Sarvekshana.

The functions of NSSO are as follows:

1. Socio-economic survey: It is the main of NSSO, the NS5O is related to land utilizations,agricultural
production,genetic characteristics ,prices,wages,housing,investrnent,profits,consumer & other economic
factors. These data is taken as used by planning commission and other ministries of govt of India in their

works.

il. Crop-estimate survey: NSSO extends their help to improve the agricultural statistics by providing standard
n to both State & Central Govt. As a result of this the data collected will be more

techniques for data collectio
uniform. The surveys are related to the crops like oil seeds,spices,vegetables,etc.
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1l. Industrial Survey: NSSO conducts annual survey under the act of collection if Statistics 1953, the surveys
are related to the fact of employment status,salary and wages,raw materials & capital structure of industries.

IV. Price Statistics Survey: NSSO collects price statistics regularly on the urban & rural basis separately. The
data collection,compilation & publishing the price index numbers is done by NSSO.

*Computer Centre:

The Computer Centre was set up in 1967 as an attached office under the Department Of Statistics, to cater
to the data processing. This centre,as one of its major tasks,undertakes the processing of voluminous data

running into several million records,collected by the NSSO & CSO. It also provides computing & other services
for Govt departments & Organisations,the centre is headed by an Additional Director General.

eIndian Statistical Institute:

ISI was registered in 1932 at Calcutta as a non-profit-distributing learned society by Professor
P.C.Mahalanobis as its founding director to carry out research,teaching,training & project activities. But
gradually it became an important part of the Statistical System in India through its pioneering work on large-
scale sample surveys,design of agricultural experiments,statistical quality control & planning for national
development. The institute was announced as an Institute of National Importance in 1959. It offers
diploma,bachelors,masters & research programmes in the field of Statistics,Mathematics,Quantitative

Economics & Computer sciences. The centres are in Kolkata(Main Centre),Delhi,Bangalore,Chennai,Hydrabad .
ISl'is headed by a Director.

sLabour Bureau Of Statistics:

The office was set up in 1946 in the ministry of labour & rehabilitation. Its main functions are: i. It
collects,compiles & publishes statistics of employment in respect of factories,mines,shops on all-India basis. 1.

It constructs consumer price index numbers. lll. It brings out pamphlets on different aspects of labour
legislation.

Publications are: I. Indian Labour Statistics(annual) Il. Indian Labour Journal(monthly) IIl. Agricultural wages
in India(annual).

sDirectorate Of Economics & Statistics(DES):

The DES has large organisations at headquarters,with statistical officers in the districts. The statistical activity

of the DES is more or less uniform. Its publications are: I. Agricultural situation in India(monthly). II. Indian
Forest Statistics(annual) 1ll. Bulletin on Food Statistics(annual).

eFunctions & Publications of Bureaux of Economics & Statistics:
1. The coordination of statistics collected by different departments of the state govt,
2. The publication of abstracts assembling all essential statistical series,

3. The maintenance of liaison between the statistical units with CSO.
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4. Organising special surveys,compilation of economic indicators & income statistics for the state.

Publications are: |. The Statistical Abstract(annual) I, The Statistical Bulletin(monthly or yearly).
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*Major Activities of West Bengal Bureau Of Applied Economics & Statistics(BAE&S) :-

BAE&S is responsible for collection,collation & compilation of different statistical data in respect of the
State. BAE&S conducts Economic Census from time to time,prepares index numbers of Industrial
Productions,Wholesale Prices & Consumer prices. Different activities are as follows:

1. Rural & Urban household survey

2. Technical Committee for Coordination and Improvement of Statistical System(TCCISS)
3. Wholesale Price Index(WPI) & Consumer Price Index(CPI)

4. Annual Survey of Industry

5. NSSO Survey

6. Staff Census & Yield rates of Major Crops.

eAgricultural Statistics:-

Collection of Agricultural Statistics in India is primarily the responsibility of the States. DES under the
Ministry of Agriculture & Irrigation is the central coordinating agency responsible for the
collection,compilation & publication of agricultural statistics.

Its major publications are: I. Indian Agriculture in Brief(DES,annual). Il. Bulletin of Food Statistics(DES,annual).
lIl. Agricultural Situation in India(monthly).

Land utilizations statistics: By land utilisations statistics we mean statistics giving the areas of land put to

different uses,area irrigated and crops irrigated,and the areas under different crops. The report publishes in
Indian Agricultural Statistics(annual).

Crop production Statistics: For the estimation of yield,the periodical estimates of area & production are
initially prepared by the concerned State agencies but are compiled by the DES. Two most im portant
publications on area and yield of crops are the following: |. Estimates of Area & Production of Principal Crops
in India(annual). Il Agricultural Situation in India(monthly).
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